Chapter Three
PreviousResearch

E. CharlesAdams

Remarkably, noformal professional excavations
have been conducted at Homol’ ovi IV until those
conducted by the Homol’ ovi Research Program
in 1989. During histhreeweeks of excavationsin
the area in June 1896, Fewkes (1898, 1904)
excavatedin Chevelon, Homol’ ovi I, 11, and 11,
noted the existence of Homol’ ovi IV, but did not
take time to conduct excavations. From 1897-
1900 the Field Museum of Natural History con-
ducted excavations at Homol’ ovi I, Il and
Chevelon under George Dorsey, J.A. Burt, and
CharlesL. Owen but also ignored Homol’ ovi
IV (Adams2001:17; Lyons2001). Nevertheless,
the Field Museum did purchase 3000 artifacts,
primarily pottery, from the local sheriff, Frank
Wattron that had been vandalized fromall of the
villages in the Homol’ ovi cluster, including
Homol’ ovi I1V. These artifactsare clearly pri-
marily from burials.

Ledlie Spier (1918:311) described several
of thevillages, including Homol’ ovi V. Hiswife
Meramade collectionsfrom most of thevillages
in 1931. From the late 1920s through the mid-
1930s, Harold S. Colton, Lyndon L. Hargrave,
and othersfrom theMuseum of NorthernArizona
(MNA) vigted sitesthroughout northern Arizona
incompiling thefirst ceramictypology (Coltonand
Hargrave 1937) that hasbecomethe standard for
northern Arizonaand has been emulated across
most of the Colorado Plateau. It wasduring this
period that MNA archaeologists visited the
Homoal’ ovi villagesand Colton named Homol’ ovi
IV, Tuwiuca, aHopi term describing the step-like

fashion of theroom blockson thesde of the butte.
Coltonincorporated thisnameinto hisceramic
typology for theareaintheform of TuwiucaBlack-
on-orange and Tuwiuca Orange, which arethe
earliest formsof thelocal decorated ceramic se-
riesthat cameto be known asWinslow Orange
Ware (Colton 1956; Hays 1991; Hays-Gilpin,
Bubemyre, and Senior 1996; Lyons and Hays-
Gilpin 2001). Thisnaming seemsappropriate be-
cause Tuwiuca Black-on-orange comprises 73
percent of the decorated ceramicsexcavated from
thevillage (Bubemyre 1993).

During the period following World War 11,
virtualy no attention waspaid to Homol’ ovi 1V,
except by locd resdents of Wind ow, who named
thevillage, Pottery Hill, after the ubiquitous pot-
tery found acrossthevillage. Theland wasowned
by theMike O’ Haco family, who owned expanses
of land north of Winslow and in the vicinity of
Chevelon Butte, 20 miles south southeast of
Window. The physica prominenceof Homol' ovi
IV anditsproximity tothemain road leading north
out of Winsow toward the Navajo Reservation
madeit ripefor pothunting. Localstell the story
that it wasafavorite placeto visit for aSunday
afternoon picnic by thefamily whilethey exca-
vated first the cemetery areathentheroomblocks
of thevillage. By the 1970sit had also become
oneof themany town dumpsoutsdethecity lim-
its. Awell-worn road encircled the Homol’ ovi IV
butte and al along the flanks of the butte there
wastrash—large gppliances; tires, standard house-
hold trash, tree and bush branches, and so on.
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When Homolovi Ruins State Park was cre-
ated in 1986, Homol’ ovi IV wasstill owned by
theO' Hacofamily. AlImostimmediately State Park
personne began discussionswithMikeO'Hacoto
exchange stateland near Interstate 40 for theland
around Homoal’ ovi IV. Thisexchangewas consum-
mated in 1988 and the Park enclosed the sitewith

afencelater that year. With Homaol’ ovi IV now on
sateland and protected by afence, theHomol’ ovi
Research Program could commence excavations,
whichit didin 1989. The HRP excavationswere
conducted during asinglefield season, but resulted
inexcavation of partsof 10 structuresand severd
cubic metersof plazaand/or midden space.



